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INQUIRY CONCERNING THE 
PHRASE, SPIRIT OF GOD. 


(Continued from page 82.) 





cyn,— Amongst the variety of expressions used con- 
cerning the Spirit, we read of its being giren, and re- 
ceived. ‘These we shall consider together, as it is im- 
possible to separate them. Our time does not allow, 
to make the best arrangement possible of the texts 
nor is this absolutely ne- 
cessary in the examination of this subject. Our ob- 
ject. is to notice the different modes of speaking about 
the Spirit, and to ascertain if any of them warrant the 


where such phrases occur ; 


conclusion, that by the Spirit, is meant the third person 
in the Godhead. ‘The first text I introduce is John xx. 
09. where it is said, Jesus breathed on his disciples 
and said. ** receive ye the holy Spirit.” 
surely did not mean, * receive ye the third person in 
the trinity.’ Is not the meaning simply this, ** receive 
ve divine power or authority 7°? This view is confirm- 
ed from the context which brevity forbids noticing. 

In Luke xi. 12, it is said, ‘‘ If ye then being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children; how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the holy 
Spirit to them that ask him’? Observe here, that in 
this verse the holy Spirit is contrasted with good gifts, 
which parents give unto their children. Now in the 
Mat. vii. 11, we have for the phrase, 
“holy Spirit,’ the phrase, ‘ good things ss which 
would lead us to conclude, that by the holy Spirit is 
not meauta person, but gifts or good things, which God 
shonld bestow. In John vii. 39, our Lord says, ‘* He 
that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him 
should receive: for the holy Spirit was not then given ; 
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.” A full ac- 
count of the Spirit being given, we have Acts il. con- 
sidered in another place. It appears from Acts vin. 
15—20, and other places, that through the prayers and 
laying on of the apostles’ hands, the holy Spirit was 
received by persons, ‘ Who when they were come 
down prayed for them, that they might receive the 
holy Spirit. For as yet he was failen upon none of 
them: only they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Then laid they their hands on them, and 
they received the holy Spirit. And when Simon saw 
that through laying on of the apostles’ hands, the holy 
Spirit was given, he offered them moncy, saying, give 
me also this power, that on whomsoever Llay hands he 
On this passage notice, 


By this Jesus 


parallel text 


may receive the holy Spirit.” 

Ist. That what in these verses is called the * holy 
Spirit,” is in verse 20th called the gift of God. It is 
called so in various other places of scripture. This 
gift of God or holy Spirit, was given by the laying on 
of the apostles’ hands. Does not the apostle refer to 
the communication of this holy Spirit or gift, when he 
says to Tim. 2 Epis. i. 6, Wherefore I put thee in re- 
membrance, that thou stir up the gift of God, which 


is in thee by the putting on of my hands ?”’ 


2d. No one surely can think, that when Simon of- 
fered money to the apostle, that he thought of pur- 
chasing, or that the apostle could sell the third person 
ofthe Godhead. No, for let it be noticed, that Peter 


iu replying to him, calls what Simon wished to pur- 


| God” Simon himself verse 19th. calls “this power, tha 
| whomsoever I lay hands he may receive the holy 
, Spirit.” That the apostles by laying en their hands. 
| did communicate gifts to others feom God is evident. 


chase ‘ the gift of God.” Besides, it deserves notice 
that what is called “* the holy Spirit,”’ and “* the zift o 


* va 


> = + 


aa 


Fage that they imparted the third person of the trinity. 


| is neither rational nor scriptural. 
| 3d. Thongh the Spirit was imparted through the 
laying on of the apostles’ hands, it is evident from the 
| following passages, that it was God that gave the holy 
| Spirit.” It is said, Acts xv. 8,“ And God which knor- 
| eth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the ho- 
; ly Spirit even as he did unto us.” 
to men upon their repenting, and being baptized ia the 
name of Jesus, Acts ii. 8. This holy Spirit promised 


jto men, is the same thing which is called. “ the pro- 


| mise of the Father,” which promise Jesns 
! 

| ceived shed it forth on men, Acts ix. 33. 
| standing the apostles communicated the hol; 


wo 


a 
qa, 
‘ 


2 
i. 


| others, they are careful to inform wus, that God gare 
| them the holy Spirit. It is said, 1 Thes. iv. 0, ** He 


| therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man bat God. 
| who hath also given unto us bis boly Spirit. [t is ad- 
| ded, Rom. v. 5, “* The t>ve of God is shed abroad im 


| our hearts by the holy =; s 
and *“*hereby we know ‘that he abideth im us by the 
| Spirit which he hath givea as.” 1 

| pare chapter iv. 13. 

In Acts x. 47, Peter says, 

ter, that these should not be baptized, which have re- 


On this text 





“ €Can anv man forbid wr- 


|ceived the holy Spirit as well as we 
‘it may be noticed, that what is 

‘ly Spirit,” is at verse 45 called, “ The gift of the holy 
| Spirit,’ and what he here calls receiving, he there 
calls pouring. ‘ On the Gentiles also was poured out 


tthe gift of the boly Spirit..* Pouring out gifts or 
| > . > - 

‘blessings on man, is according to script 2 
{ = 


| but no where can I find God, or a pers 
head poured ont. 
| In Acts xix. 2, Paul asked the disciples at Ephesus, 
'ss have ye received the holy spirit since ye believed?” 
I To which question they make this reply, ** we have 
| not so much as heard whether there be any holy Spir- 
it.” From this text permit me to ask, Did Paul by 
| his question mean to ask these disciples. whether they 
‘had received the third person of the Godhead since they 
| believed? Did he not rather mean by asking them this 
| question to ascertain, whether they had received like 
cvifts as had been given on the day of Pentecost, and 
to those in the house of Cornelius? Acts ii. x, Xi.— 


answer mean to tell Paul, that they had not so much 
as heard of the third person of the trinity ° 
phrase, ** holy Spirit,”” was understood in those days, 
as it is in these, the third person of the trinity, this isa 
most unaccountable answer. What! They had not 
so much as heard whether there be any holy Spirit, 
yet had received John’s baptism, were commanded to 
believe on Jesus who should come after him, and had 
heard John declare that Jesus should baptize them 
with the holy Spirit! But if we understand by the 
holy Spirit, like gifts, as were given on the day of Pen- 
tecost, Paul’s question is natural, and their answer Is 
proper. But happily we are not lefthere to conjecture, 
for the context decides this. What Paul wished to 
know whether they had received, and what they say 
they had not so much as heard about, was what we 





are informed at verse 6th, he imparted to them. ‘*And 


7 z t ; 
here tallied, ““ the ho-| 


Again, permit me to ask, did those disciples by their | 


if by the 


~~ 


| when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the holy 


Spirit came on them; and they spake with tongues, 
and prophecied.” I think it is very evident from this 
text, that by the phrase ** holy Spirit,” neither Paul 
nor those disciples understood a person, or the third 
person of the Godhead, but gifts, or powers to speak 
with tongues and to prophecy. In Gal. iii. 2, Paul 
says, “* received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, 
or by the bearing of faith?’ This was a strong appeal 
to them, to convince them of their error on betaking 
themselves to the law of Moses, seeing it was not by 
the law, but by the gospel theig spiritual gifts had 


ition to the remarks made in passing on these 
texts which speak of the Spirit being given and re- 
[ would notice, that we are not to understand 
the Spirit had never before been given: The ma- 
ny texts before quoted from the old testament proves, — 
‘bat it was enjoyed under the former dispensation ; 
and David thas prays, “ take not thy holy Spirit from 
me; Psalms li. 11. What we are to understand is, 
the holy Spirit had never been given in fulfilment 
of the promises in the old Testament, which under the 
o¢w dispensation tas to be bestowed on all flesh, and 
( 2 very copious manner. This Peter is careful to 
notice in Acts ii. for he refers what took place on the 
; j ecost, to the falfilment of what was spoken 
tT 


But we find it said that Persons were in the Spirit, 
aad carried away in the Spirit. Rev. i. 10, and iv. 2, 
All we presume, understand 
saci texts, that the persons were under the influence 
or power of God. No ene surely ever thought, that 
Jo&s was in the third person of the Godhead when he 
said, *‘ | was im the Spirit on the Lord’s day,” but 
simply, that he was under the influence of the power 
of God. 

We shall now introduce those texts in which “ the 
Spirit,’ or ** the Spirit of the Lord,” is represented as 
In 2 Sam. xxii. 2, David says, **The Spirit 
he Lord spake by me, and his word was in my 
On this text l would merely notice, that 

what ts called **the Spirit of the Lord,” is in verse 3d 
called, *the God of Israel,” and, “the rock of Is- 
rael;*’ which expressions are uniformly applied to the 
Father. In Mark xiii. 11, our Lord encouraging hie 
disciples in the prospect of standing before kings, says 
to them, * Whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, 
that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the holy 
Spirit..* Turning to the parallel text in Matthew, we 
find it thus stated, * it is not ye that speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father, which speaketh in you.” Mat. 
ix. 20. And our Lord referring to Ps. ex. says, Mat. 
xxiv. 43, ** How then doth David in Spirit call him 
| Lord.” 

In Acts viii. 29, ‘* The Spirit said unto Philip, go 
near, and join thyself to this chasiot.” In Acts x. 19 
to Peter, ‘the spirit said behold three men seek thee,” 
&c. and verse 12, * the spirit bade me go with them, 
nothing doubting.” Again Acts xiii. 2, “the holy 
Spirit said, separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them.” And Acts 
xxviii. 25, Paul speaking to the Jews says, ** Well 
spake the holy Spirit by Isaiah,” &c. And in Acts i 
16, it is said, ** This scripture must needs have been 
fulfilled, which the holy Spirit by the mouth of David 
spake before concerning Judas.’? Again in Heb. iii.7, 
‘6 Wherefore as the holy Spirit saith, to-day if ye will 


tand xvir. 2. and xxi. 10. 


a 





hear his voice.” And Mark xii. 56, ** David himself 








102 
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the Spirit speaketh expressly.’ Aud in Rev. il. 7, 
* Tle that hath an ear, let him bear what the Spirit 


saith unto the churches.”? Repeated verse 11, 17,. 


29, and chapter iii. 6, 13, 22, and xiv. 13, ** Yea saith 
the Spirit that they may rest from their labors,” Xe. 
In Acts xxi. 4, the disciples ** said to Paul, through 
the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem.” In 
Acts xi. 28, ** Agabus: signified by the Spirit, that 
there should be great dearth,” &c. And in Acts xxi. 
11, it is said, ** hus saith the holy Spirit, so shall the 
Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this gir- 
dle.’ Compare verse 14th. In these texts, ‘ the 
Spirit,’ ‘¢the holy Spirit,” or ‘“‘ the Spirit of the 
Lord,”? which I have elsewhere shewn, all refer to one 
and the same persona or thing, is represented as speak. 
ing, signifying by, or through persons such as David, 
‘he question then returns for our consideration what 
person, if not the third of the Godhead, is meant in 
these texts? In answer to this I claim attention to 
the following observations. 

We have noticed in these texts, that what David 
calls the Spirit of the Lord, he in the context calls the 
God of Israel, and the Rock of Israel. These expres- 
sions we think all refer to the Father. In confirma- 
tion of this, let us inquire of the apostles the inspired 
interpreters of the Old Testament, who spake to Da- 
vid and others under the Old Testament dispensation ? 
Paul, Heb. i. 1, thus writes, ** God who at sundry 
times, and in diverse manners, spake in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son.” This it will be allowed 
refers to all the speakings of the §):.rit under the old 
dispensation. The only thing then we have to ascer- 
tain is, ** Who was the speaker?” This the apostle 
expressly tells us was God. Now whether by God he 
here means God the Father, oras some express them- 
selves, ** God the holy Spirit the third person in the 
Godhead,” is the point at issue. We have but to at- 
tend to the context, and we shall find that Paul clearly 
decides this. It was the same God, who at sundry 
times and in diverse manners spake in time past unto 
the prophets, who hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by his Son. 
third person in the Godhead? Is he ever called so in 
scripture? But unless he is, God in the passage can- 
not mean the Spirit, for Christ is the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person ; and he is 
to Christ a Father, and Christ is to him a Son. **Thou 
art my Son,”’ he says, ‘this day have I begotten thee.” 
Verse 5th. But I need not quote more for the whole 
context forbidsthisview. Indeed, ifno more evidence 
could be adduced, this text alone decidedly shews, 


that what was meant by the Spirit, or the Spirit of the | 


Lord speaking under the former dispensation, was sim- 
ply the Lord or God himself, the one God of Israel.— 
So understood Paul, writing by the same Spirit which 
was in the prophets interpreting their writings to us. 

I am yours, &c. MikRos. 


9 
Yrom the Christian Telescope. 


APPEAL. 


On Wednesday evening, November 3d, Mr. Richard 
IWddy was called before the committee of Rev. Mr. 
Wilson’s church; (he having attended to the call of 
previous committees.) Mr. Eddy stated to this last 
committee his religious views, as he had formerly done 
to the other committees, and observed, that he had 
stated, and again repeated his request for a dismission 
to join the Universalist Church. The Pastor, Rev. Mr. 
Wilson, observed, that no person should have a dismis- 
sion to go to that synagogue of satan! The committee 
then concluded to call a church meeting of male mem- 
bers the next Wednesday evening. On Sabbath, Nov. 
“th, at their communion season, and before the whole 





Is Christ the Son of the Spirit, or the | 


UNLVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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said by the holy Spirit,” &e. And in } Tim. iy. 1, **Now church, say, about 300 members, the Pastor stated, 


‘that there must be a church meeting for discipline, on 
the succeeding Wednesday evening, (10th Nov.) on 
account of two of their embers, one of which, Mr. 
| Richard Eddy, denied all the fundamentals of the chris- 
‘tian faith. The meeting above noticed, convened, 
| which consisted of but TWENTY-oNE males: when Mr. 
Eddy arose and read the following : 
© Brethren—You are doubtless acquainted with the 
design of this meeting; it is therefore unuecessary that 
I offer any remarks, by way of explanation. 
My views, with respect to the christian religion, are 
| well known to many present ; but I have been, as I un- 
derstand, accused by the Pastor of this church, of de- 
‘nying the fundamental principles of the christian faith. 
‘To this, | feel myself in duty bound to reply, ** touch- 
‘ing all things whereof | am accused” before this 
|church: where, I beseech you to hear me patiently. 
| shall in as briefa manner as possible, explain to you, 
| may respected brethren in the Lord, my present views 
I declare unto you all in the 


\ 


of the christian scheme. 

| presence of the all-seeing Jehovah, the jollowing to be 
ithe essentials of my faith, as drawn trom the scriptures 
‘of divine truth. 


| First. | believe in one GOD, who is omniscient, om- 
| nipotent and omnipresent ; the CREATOR and sole 
| Proprietor of the Universe. 

\ 
| Second. | believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, appoint- 
‘ed and elected of God, to be the propitiation for the sins 


of the whole world: that his is the ouly name given 
under heaven among mea whereby we inust be saved. 
| 

Third. 1 believe in one baptism, vamely, the bap- 


\tism of Christ; ** he shall baptize you with the Holy! 
'Ghost and with fire ;*? and that this baptism is that | 


; which can alone cleanse from moral pollution, and 


| being us into the enjoyment of eternal lite. 
Fourth. I believe in the doctrine of rewards and pun- 


‘ishments, as taught in the scriptures of divine truth.— 
.* The righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, 
(much more the wicked aad the sinner.—There is no 


| peace to the wicked, saith my God.—The way ol 


| transgressors is hard.—He that doeth wroug shall re-| 


‘ceive for the wroug which he hath done: 
'no respector of persous” 


ous; nevertheless, afterwards it yieldeth the peacea- 
ble fruits of righteousness unto them which are exer 
cised thereby.” 
thy law, and nothing shall offend them.—-For the work 
of righteousness shall be peace ; and the effect of rirh- 
teousness, quietness and assurance forever.” - 
Fifth. 1 believe that all mankind are judged accord- 
ling to the deeds done in the body, by the mau Christ 


—— 


Jesus, who is appointed of God the Judge of quick and 
dead. ‘* He shall not fail nor be discouraged till he 
have set judgment in the earth, and the isles shall wait 
for his law.— Now is the judgment of this world; now 


up from the earth, will draw all mes uuto me.—For 
the time is come that judgment must begin at tlic 
house of God, and if it first begin at us, what shall the 
end of them be that obey not the gospel of God.—And 
when he is come (the Comforter) he will reprove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment : 
of sin, because they believe not on me; of righteous 
ness, because I go to my lather, and you see me no 
more ; of judgment, because the prince of this world is 
judged.” 

Sixth. | believe that Jesus Christ, as stated by him- 
self, ** came down from heaven, not to do his owa will, 
but the will of him that sent hia.—And this (saith he,) 
is the will of him that sent me, that of all which he 
hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it 
up again at the last day.” 


Seventh. | believe that all things are given to Christ 
in the covenant of redemption: for it is written, **The 
jE ather loveth the Son and hath given all things into 





aud there is | 
with God, ** That uo chas- | 
teving for the present seemeth to be joyous, but griev- | 


** Great peace have they that love | 


is the prince of this world cast out; and I, if I be lifted | 


‘his hands.—And tl ow hast given him Power over al! 
ilesh that he should give eternal life to as many as thou 
hast given him.’? And the Saviour declares, % 4} 
the Father giveth me, shall come to me; andhim that 
cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.” | believe 
the will of God embraces the salvation of the whole 
intelligent creation. ‘* God will have all men to be 
saved and come unto the knowledge of the truth.» I 
believe this to be the revealed will of Jehovah, aud a 
will of purpose. ‘* Having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure which 
he hath purposed in himself, that in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times, he might gather together in one, 
all things in Christ; both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth,eveninhim. Who hath saved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and grace 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began, but is now made manifest by the appearing of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel.”’ 

Eighth. | believe all mankind will be raised from 
a state «i death and corruption, to immortality and 
“ For 
Christ shall all be made alive.” 


as in Adam all die, even so ig 
** Behold, | show 


you a mystery, we shall not all sleep, but we shall be 


eternal lite. 


changed ina moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump; for the trampet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible must put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality.” 


Tiese are my present views, drawn from the lively 





‘oracles of God; and | submit to you, brethren. wheth- 
er with these views you can in charity and christan 
) caudor.deny me the prerogative of christian Jellowship, 
re that many of the measbers of this church 
do not cousider me entitled to their fellowship, aud 
agreeable to ny own fe clings, | requesta letter of dis- 


to the Fin- Univernsanist Cuvuncn in this 


} 

' 

| put. known 
| agre 

i mission 

' 

' 


town. with such arecommendation as you can consci- 


| eutiousty bestow.”’ 

Aiter which, some questions were asked him, and 
among the rest, the following, which are here given to 
the public, in order to show what this church considet 
** Do you be- 


ithe fundamentals of the christian faith. 

lieve in areal personal Devil, that was ouce an angel 
flight? ‘+ Do you believe in a general judgment, 

}aud rewards and punishments after the general resur- 
rection 2”? These questions being answered in the ne- 

lzative, it was cousidered proper to withdraw fellow- 
ship from him, and deuy to him the prerogative of the 
Christian name, 

! = On which & motion was made, of which the following 

is giren as a correct copy from thealerk’s book. 

* At a mecting of the Beneficent Congregational 
| Church of Christ, in Providence, holden in their vestry, 
| November 10, 1924—when the standing of our brother, 
Richard Eddy, was taken into consideration, he haviog 
avowed his belief of doctrines, which in the view o 
this church, are contrary to the scriptures of truth.— 
Therefore voted, to withdraw watchcare and fellow- 
ship from him. ; 

Attest, Joun DunweE .t, Cla. profem. 
A true copy of the records: 
Attest, WALTER Pane, Clerk.” 

About two-thirds of the ¢wenty-one arising in favor of 
the motion; when Mr. Eddy arose and requested # 
written copy of the reasons for his exclusion from the 
church. Altera few words, the Pastor told him he ve 
no longer a member of this church, and that he aight 
withdraw. a 

How far this conduct savors of the christian spirit, 
or partakes of the mildmess and candor of erik 
charity, is left for the calm reflection of the christian 
public to decide. 





! 
Nothing that appertains to these proceedings would 


‘have been given to the public, had not the charactet 











of 


e 


it 





elite. 





of Br. Eddy been assailed with the slanderous epithets 
of INFIDELITY and ATarism !!! 


N. B. The following passages of scripture were em- 
braced by Br. Eddy, in the statement of his faith be- 
fore the Church, which the reader is requested to ex- 
amine with care, that he may be enabled to determine 
how fur removed from truth, the assertion was, which 
Eddy as denying, not only:all, but 
any of the esse ntials of the christian faith. 1 Gor.viii. 
6. Actsxv. 18. Rev. xix. 6. 1 Cor. viii. 4. Isa. 
xiii. 1, 2. 12 John ii. 1,2. Acts iv. 12. 
¢. St. Mat. iii, 11. Psa. Ixii. 72. 

Isa. Ilvii. 26, 27. Col. iii, 25. 
Isa. xxxii. 17. 2 Cor. v. 10. 
4, 1Peteriv. 17. = 


A 
> os Lar 


3. 35. ZW. 3. Vi. See 


represented Br. 


Eph. iv. 5, 
Prov. xi. 31. xiii. 
Heb. xii. 5—11. 
2 Tim. iv. 1. Isa.xlii. 
. John xvi. 7—11. vi. 38, 39. 


Eph. i. 9, 10. 


! Tim. ii. 4. 


} Cor. xv. 21, 22, 42—44d, 51— 55. 
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CBSERVATIONS 


@X A PIECE INSERTED IN OUR LAST WEHBR’S PAPER, 
PROM THE CuRIsTIAN MAGAZINE, ENTITLED, 


‘A STRANGE THING.” 


We would inform the writer of the above-named ar 
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INE. 
that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, (lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits) that blindness in 
part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles be come in; and so all Israel shall be scved.... 
For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he 
might have mercy upon all. O the depth of the rich- 
es both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!” Rom. 
xi. How came &t. Paul to assert that all Israel should 
be saved, if he really believed no such thing? Here 
is a wonder which, like Aaron’s rod, swallows up the 
rest. 

2. Our author observes, in the second place, * If 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation was taught by the 
apostles, it appears strange to me that their hearers 
were so much alarmed at their preaching ;’ and he 
then cites the instances of the 3000, who were pricked 
at their heart on hearing Peter’s sermon on the day of 
Pentecost,—of the Jailor who asked Paul and Silas 
what he should do to be saved,—and of Felix, who 
trembled when the apostle reasoned to him of righte- 
ousness, temperance, and judgment to come. We 
may observe, as we pass along, that this Gentlemau 
supposes that when people once believe that they shall 
be .aved, there is nothing left, in heaven or earth, to 
produce such an emotion as alarm,—uothing whieh can 
affect their hearts. Well, be it 30, then;—we must 
not stop to dispute now, for the Gentleman is doubtless 





waiting with impatience for another wonder. Then 


ticle, that after all bis search for strange things, he | let him turn his attention to the case of the S000, 


has not had the good fortune to hit on what are the 


| whose hearts, he thinks, Peter’s sermon pricked with 
most strange and marvelous circumstances, inthe very. 


the fear of endless iormint. Does it not appear strange 


subjects he took up. If he will take the trouble to go| that this should be the case, when we duly consider 
over the ground again with us, we assure him that his | the fact that they had not heard Peter say a word 


taste for wouders shall be gratified with something 
worth the while. 

To begin, then: 
enuen 
ilvation, was, “the selicitude which the apostles 
manifested for the ealvation of their hearers ;*’ and es- 
pecully did he wonder that St. Paul should have had 
great heaviness and sorrow of heart for the blinded Is- 
and that he should have prayed to God fo: 
ation, if he, the meanwhile, dciteved they 


It is strange, we grant, that the apos- 


_ be saved 
es should feel solicitous for the accompiishment of|this was the case. 


about torment of any kind? We have the substance 


| of St. Peter's sermon on that very occasion, recorded 
The first thing that excited this|in Acts ii. ; and there is not a single threatening in it! 
ran’s astoni:hment, on supposition of Universal | lt is a most curious subject of speculation, how Peter 


contrived to terrify them with the doctrine of eterval 
punishment, without saying a word about it, or making 
the most distant allusionto #. And finally, it is some- 


what curious, that we, at this late day, are able to 


of endless damnation which pricked their heart; when 
we have not an intimaticn, in all the scripture, that 
With regard to the case of the 


that which they expected would eventually be effect- | Jailor, we think our author will confess it to be a very 


ed; since it is the most shining trait in true wisdom to 
feel solicitous for the accomplishment of those things 
And we 
grant it is strange that St. Paul should have prayed to 
God that the blinded Israelites might be saved, if he 
really believed that they would be saved; for im so 
doiug, he must have prayed in faith, as Christ com- 
tianded him, believing that he should receive what 


only which it knows will never take place. 


astonishing thing, that while he was under the most 
terrible apprehensions of being sent toan endless hell, 
he should care so Jitite about it, as to attempt killing 
himself, as he did, merely because he thought his prison: 
ers had escaped.—We hope that we succeed well in 
providing gratification to this gentleman’s taste for the 
marvelous. 

3. He says, ** Admitting that Christ and the apostles 





he asked. Our author did well, doubtless, in men- 


taught the doctrine of Universal Salvation, it appears 


tioning these as sfrange things; but there isa still | to me imexpressibly strange that their hearers mauilest- 


stranger thing now to be mentioned, of which it seems 
he was wholly unconscious. It is this: St. Paul pro- 
ceeds, in the very next chapter, to assert that those | 
blinded Israclites should positively be saved, when cif| 
our author’s potion be correct) he really believed that 
they would be damned to all etervity, and therefore 





felt sorry for them, and like a good Hopkinsian, pray-| 
ed earnestly to God to save them! Read the 9th and | 
l0th chapters of Romans, where the passages which | 
our author quoted will be found ; and then look to the | 
llth chapter, in which the apostle says: “What then? | 
Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for ; | 
but the election hath obtained it ; aud the rest were 

linded. ... I say then, have they stumbled that they 
should fall? God forbid ; but rather through their fall, 
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke 
them to jealousy. Now, if the fall of them be the 
tiches of the world, and the diminishing of them the 
riches of the Gentiles ; how much more their fulness ? 
‘++ For if the casting away of them be the reconciling 
of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but} 
life from the dead? ..... For I would not, brethren, 





in ancient times. 


As he 
thinks this eexpressibly strange, what must his aston- 
ishment be, when we inform him that the case contin- 
wes the same to this very day! Kuow then, dear Sir. 
tat the Universalists still meet with the same sort of 
opposition that their Master and his apostles met with 
Of all the religious sects of our coun. 
try, there is not one so zealously, not to say malignant- 
ly, opposed, as the Universalists. ‘They are denied the 
title.of Christians ; they are called, sowetimes devils, 
and sometimes, devil’s ministers, as Christ and his 
household were called Beelzebub; those who dare to 
profess Universalism are cast out of the synagogues, as 
they were of old; in short, every abuse which the laws 
of the land do not prevent, is exhausted upon thein ; 
and we are obliged to say, asdid St. Paul, ** we both 
labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the liv- 
ing God who is the Saviour of all wen, specially of 
those that believe.” (1 Tim. iv. 10.) 
to increase your astonishment, this opposition comes 
now from the same kind of people, as iu ancient times. 


ed so much opposition to their preaching.” 


Aud, dear Sir, 


| You doubtless recollect that it was the pricsts, the doc- | 


know, with such perfect. certainty, that it was the fear | 
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tors of the law or divinity, the whole host of high pro- 

fessors in our Saviour's time, that were the authors o! 

all the opposition which he encountered; and the Un... 

versalists now receive their reproach and abuse from 

the same class of people; of which, dear Sir, tho 

seemest to be one. 

4, ** Upon the supposition that all will be saved,” 

says our author, “there is something peculiarly strange 

in the language in which Christ speaks of the fature 

state of the righteous and the wicked ;” as a specimen 
of which, he brings these words: ‘* Fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul ; 
but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell.” He thinks it peculiarly strange 
that Christ should address these words to people, un- 
less he supposed that those people were in some dan- 
ger of being destroyed, both soul and body, in hell.— 
Very well. But to whom did Christ address these 
words? Who were they whomhe exhorted to * fear 
him which after he hath killed, hath power to cast inte 
hell???) Why, they were his own Apostles!—his own 
Apostles !~—[See the contexts of these passages in Mat. 
x. and Luke xii.} As this author is a Hopkinsian, and 
believes that these elect, these sanclified Apostles, were 
in no more danger of being destroyed in hell, than 
Christ himse!{was, will he not do us the honor to say, 
that he fiuds abundance of strange things in this his 
second survey, which entirely escaped his notice in 
the first ?>—Let us proceed to look at some other pas- 
sages which he has adduced. 

‘** Enter ye in at the strait gate; for wide is the gate, 
aud broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat; because, strait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it.” We suspect that 
our friend is rather apt to see strange sights where 
there are none. ‘There are people who can scarcely go 
out on a summer’s evening without encountering va- 
grants from that same infernal pit which this gentle- 
man saw so plainly in the above passage. Let us go 
back with him, and look at it more carefully : ** Enter 
ye in at the strait gate ;*’ now, Sir, keep cool, have we, 
thus far, seen any thing of endless misery? No.-—* or 
wide is lhe gate, and broad is the way that leadeth lo d: 
struction,’-——does it say, elernal destruction? no; or. 
destruction in the future world? No. Very well.—. 
“and many there be which go in thereat.” Does this 
mean any thivg else, than simply that there were, at 
that time, many going in at the wile gate? Must not 
a mau have a wild immagiwation, to make endless 
isery out of this? Let us proceed: ** because strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, 
and few there BE that Pinndil.” It is true our Saviour’s 
liseiples were but few in number, at this time—but 
few had found the way of truth and life; but we think 
our friend himself now perceives that this circumstance 
does not even indicate that no mere would ever find it. 
We might say with propriety, ** broad is the way of 
error, and there are many who walk therein; but nar- 
row is the way of truth, and few find it;’? yet who 
would understand us to mean, by this expression, that 
error would be eternal, and truth forcver coulined to a 
few? 

The next passage is, ** Marvel not at this: for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they tiat 
have done good unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion.”? John v. What appears strange to.our author, 
in this case, is, that Christ should use such an expres- 
sion, if he did not mean his hearers to understand that 
some would come forth at the resurrection in «li smily, 
to eudless perdition. Now, let this Gentleman joo 
back to the third verse preceding the above passage, 4 
he will see that our Savioor chose, to say the least. 
very singular way to prepare bis heurers for such an 





impression: * Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour 
is cowiing and NOW bs, Whew the dead shall hear the 
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voice of the Son of God; and they that hear shall | thians he himself had already experienced. It would, the wicked, it is often in favor of the latter, if U 
ive.”’ Would not his hearers understand him asj{be a strange thing indeed if St. Paul. meant by such Ssm be true. The old world, the inhabitan 


: ‘ ‘ = ‘ ‘ ’ on ; | Sodo < ry 
speaking figuratively of a spiritual resurrection which | language, to teach them that this manifestation was atradon pry host * : yey were destroye 
t : « err sins; Du eir estruction 
struc was 


‘Ver. 
ts of 
d, on 





"ag ‘oY 2} eer AK ? 4 r € € P ‘ i i 
was even then beginn: g to take place “ ould they not to take place except out of the body; and at the | the means of removing them instantly to heaven oad 
naturally think that by ‘* the hour is coming and now | distance of thousands of years in the future world. Noah, Lot, and Moses were left to a lone and t ti m 
is,” he meant it was some thousands of years in futu-| We shall conclude this head with a few remarks on pilgrimage on earth. . Now, Jet this subject stand ia 





rity ? ITeb. ix. 27, * And as it is appointed unto men once | the very color which our friend is pleased to put upon 
; : é ; ’ * we W s y him < 
4s our author believes that the parable of the tares|to die, but after this the judgment."—The death, | it; we will shew him another wonder that he shal] ace 
“tei gacg | knowledge equal to it. Murderers are taken and con 
and the wheat, and likewise St. Paul's expression, here spoken of, our friend takes for granted to be that | genned to death; they are visited } : ~ con- 
, . , . , , : : ’ 3 ia -d in prison o 

se Who » . temp ate . J : . . . } ee od 
The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from hearen with his | natural death which is appointed unto all men. But | ministers, and converted, as we are told they dan 
ralghtly angels, in flaming fire,” &c. relate to the same lhe has quoted only one member of the sentence ; they before the fatal day arrives; so that when the execu. 
event that is described in the parable of the sheep and | whole reads thus: ‘* And as it is appointed unto the* | tion takes place, they go immediately to heaven, ac. 
goats, we shall, for the sake of saving time, consider | men once to die, but after this the judgment ; so Christ | ier 4 to re nae sown doctrine, there to sing Hal- 

‘ ; o . ‘ elnjah, and shou riya e waili 

them allin one; ** When the Son of man shall come | was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them ? ‘ or Joy at the wailings of those the 
. of 1 al] hol 1 . . } look fi : ; : murdered, who are now, perhaps, in hell! Let this 
in his glory, and a the holy angels with him,—then that look for him shall he appearthe second time, with- 'Gentleman be consistent, now, and contend that the 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory, and before | out sin, unto salvation.”’ Here, the death which is ap- | reason why such murderers arrive ‘* so soon” in heay- 
him shall be gathered all nations; and he shall sepa- | pointed unto the men, is used as a type or representa- | en, is, that they had committed murder, been judged 
rate them, one from another, as a shepherd divideth | tion of Christ’s being offered to bear the sins of mauy ; unfit to live, and had their days shortened ; whereas 


— . ; : . |had they avoided that crime ey have li 
his sheep from the goats,’ &c. [See the whole parable | and the judgment which succeeds that death, as a si-} : t crime, they must have lingered 


{out a tedious life here. been perhaps, blessed wi 
; ie : Let Ri, , -_s “ys Ohrjct? . ; > . ’ 3 , Oe ; iaps, blessed with no 
in the latter part of Mat. XXN -] Here our friend feels | militude of Christ’s second appearing withoui sin unto | instructions from really pions clergymen, and gone to 
himse!/ triumphant. As this passage isa description of ;salration. But is not our author astonished that the | hel! at last, like many a good moral man. When our 


the last tremendous judgment in eternity, he wonders, | judgment, which he thinks will be full of guilt and tor- | author is provided with such wonders in his own doc- 


ini his pleasant jocular way, how it happens to resem-' ment to the generality of mankind, should be consider- | ‘Ie. he surely need not seek them elsewhere. There 

’ is another wouder we wish to shew him: he allows 
i that the reason why God took away the inhabitants of 
| tne old world, &c. was, that they ** had corrupted their 
is certainly a blessed thing to have strength of nerves | sents the first part of this passage, it is impossible to| way before the Lord.” Does it not seem strange that, 


to talk pléasantly and make a little sport while ascer- | make any thing but nonsence of St. Paul’s comparison, 
taining and establishing the endless, the unutterable | unless we suppose that the future judgment shall be |" : com 
: ‘a0 : . : oF them to a state infinitely more wicked, w 

torments of millions of wretches, and among them some | without sin to salvation, so as to agree in character!,_, - : ay More WHER EN, where nothing 

4 fei d h h 1 1 ith Ch ist? d - B ‘ é ; put incessant blasphemies and diabolical impiety reigus 
ft < , , * S ) ; @ or} . A : 
of the dearest friends we have on earth, It seems al-| with rist's second appearing. but the fact is, our)ty ali eternity! Ac cording to this, the true reason 
most a pity to put a stop to this business, when he does ; author has wholly mistaken the apostle’s meaning.— why he took them off was, not that they were foo 
it in so witty and lively a manner. But we pledged! Let him turn to the passage and examine it in con-/ wicked, but that they were not wicked enough, and 
ourselves, if he would accompany us, to shew him the | nexion with the preceding part of the chapter, and he | wr be a <P wee : to complete their character. 

} . : fp ; F : a 4 o conclude: when we see this 2 a ing 
wonders which he passed unnoticed in his first excur- | will perceive that St. Panl did not allude to that natu- | ee noe We nee yoatiess Oo making 
g , . a inte Bathtionlt toad Sout whith | , ii a shew of his astonishment at his opponents’ ignorance 
sion ; and here is one, viz. Christ positively declare ‘bg Geath which ts appointed unto all men; but to that) of the scriptures, and recollect that he himseif mis 
that this séell fulure judgment (as our author thinks it) | figurative death, prescribed by the Jewish rituals for takes thut for a veneral iudgment in eternity, which 
should take place and be accomplished in the age in | the high Priests, before they entered the Holy of Holies | Christ tock the utmest care to assert should be fulfilled 
which he lived, or nearly 18 hundred years ago!—|clothed with the breast-plate of suDGMENT; and to|!™ a own generation; when we painanery bie yey 
ae ia, es dents ; “i ‘ : : ; }posed St. Paul to indicate th sternal damnation 
** Verily | say unto you,” said Christ, ** that this gen-| their appearing afterwards to those without, for the P He bel to fadienta Tae eoaruers wa pe 

. ; HN ll th hi fulfi Se ag lewal ivstiGeati rth } cee the Israelites in the very discourse by which the apos- 
eration shall not pass till all these things be ul lled. | egal justification of the people from their sins. tle labored to shew that “all Israel shall be save;™ 
‘ake notice that the passage under consideration, be-; 5. Lastly, the Gentleman says, that the righteous |in short, when we recollect the many instances, which 
gins thus: ** When the Son of man shail come in his are not rewarded, nor the wicked punished in this; we have noticed, of his gross misunderstanding of the 
elory, and all the holy angels with bim,—/fhea shall | world ; and consequently thinks it strange that they | S¢riptures,— we feel mortified that homan paturécaa 


sa - . . ‘ e e ow > af nf lanes 7 ae a lis irs iti a da et s 
he.” &e.; now. our Saviour had just before, in the are not to receive their deserts somewhere. That re- ue ee 4. ’ + ty J a — “4 shat - H ies 
. : seli-conceited. And when we consider that he ts 


nee conversation, fixed the time of this appearance in| wards and punishments are not generally received iv hably one who makes it the great business of his life 
this life, he proves, he thinks, to demonstration, by the | to contend that the verv best of men deserve, strictly 





ble so nuch the preaching of those who hold ‘ the gloo- ' ed by the apostle asa similitude of Christ's appearing 


my doctrine of future and everlasting punishment.’ It | without sin unto salvation? Accordingly as he repre 


because God did not approve of their wickedness, and 
therefore took them off from the earth, he should send 





he most careful manner; ** and they shall see the st 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power | fact that sunshine and rain descend equally on the vir- | speaking, nothing but infinite punishment. and at the 


. > 7 - — cy P -_ . oe - he ¢t, . sinetlhye .. osf sf all ‘ 
and creat glory ; and he shall send his anzeis, with a | tuous and the vicious ; and as Solomon says, (alluding | 52™e time that they are unjnstly dealt Ww h. if all men 
: , : ve : . é . are to fare as well as they, hereafter; that even the 
anent sawn a tr . nd they shall cvathertoveth-' to the common gifts of fortune) “*a!! things come alike , ; . 
ereal sour d ofa trumpet, a y = ae 1 > ) . 7 saints have no merits of their own, an ] are. ip them- 


er his elect from the four winds, from one end of heay- unto all, &e. by this it appears that our friend re- selves. as unworthv 2s the vilest sinners. yet that God's 
en to the other. .... Verily I say unto you, this gen- gards as nothing the “ joy unspeakable’’ there is in 'ways cannot be equal, nnless he give endless glory to 
eyation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.” believing, and ** the wrath of God” which ablideth on | the one, and inflict infinite vengeance on the other ;— 


. . > : . . ° 5+ ga ale sath om $1 Srrecietible — eorac 
i Mat. xxiv. 36—34.] We bave now shewn our friend the sinner. No: these things are not fit to be named | that itis altogether the irresistible freddy i fee gene 
Le of God that first converts the righteous and then ad- 


he w > V st leave it altorother with him, as reward and punishment; but cash,—solid cach, | ‘ . a8 
tag a h F ie — . to ; a ee rire : ; mits them to heaven, yet that it would be partiality to 
whether he will continue to call this the last and fu- mm K, hnonses and lands are the great prize, the Z10- orant the same blessit xs to other sinners no worse than 
ture judgment; but we humbly flatter ourselves he | rious crown ; and they are here bestowed indiscrimi-|they,—when we hear him after all this, and much 
will find it impossible ever to forget, the time which ‘nately on the good and the bad. Well, be it so, then ;) more of the same sort, jeering about the * renee 
cS P : ' M4 £ - ° e "” re**? o ~¥ on? i s Ww y e 1 
( prist said he was describing, and of which those who | they will, perhaps, be dispensed with a little more pro- | ‘tecture of some men’s minds, we fall befor 
page “Se Aa derstood hi sro- | priety in the future stat But what ; ei {throne of God in anxious prayer that he would suffer 
heard him, must therefore have understood him to pro- | priety ve future state. ut what appears strange, | none of the accidents or troubles of life to blight our 
is, that rightcous people, (of whom our author supposes reason, nor the damp, cheerless gloom of superstition 
himself one) those great professors of religion, who are; to extinguish that ray of understanding which is the 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that every actuated by the spirit, not of the elder son, but of the | candle of the Lord in man. MARCUS. 
one may receive the things in the body, according to father of the prodigal,—-the spirit, not of the murmur- N. B. As the Editor of the (Falmouth) Fontes Tn- 
‘ , 1 2 ‘ ; sllicen thliched the piece entitled ** A Strange 
that he hath done whether good or bad. Kuowing |ing laborers, but of the good man of the house,—should | Sra ytd pul oe nl } ee en iy foneuelae. 
: 2 anxiety i sr hes : ning,’ we would thank him toi-ort 5° 
therefore the terrors of the Lord, we persuade men.— find so much anxiety in their hearts lest poor, precious, | 0's» ste rhei- seb sree 
’ e . e ’ senlnceepcpantnn stipe ” 
But we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also | =!ners be not punished enough, i. e. eternally / Says MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 
. . ‘ 99 : . 6b: tha a . vid , 4 2 
cre made manifest in your consciences.”? All that is}OUF author, ** the goodness of God must lead him, 





phecy. 
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‘The next passage is in 2 Cor. v. ** For we must all | 
| 
‘ 
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; d By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. Jonathan Jack to Miss Mary 
necessary in order to shew our friend his mistake on sooner or later, a treat all his: creatures according to | pya,en. a 
this passage, is to refer him to the Greek original. their characters.” He himself has not yet been treat-| By Rev. Mr. Lowell, Capt. E. D. Winslow to Miss 
Hie will there perceive that it is the same verb ed so well 55 mis charnnter requires; but ‘* sooner} Harriet Freeman. 
( phaneroo) translated, appear, in the beginning of the | °F tater,” God will faithfully pay up the arrearage, DIED IN THIS CITY, , 
passage, and, made manifest, in the latter part ; so and give him all the blessings he deserves! God be Mr. Wm. Whall, sen. in the 78th year of his ages 








merciful to us, sinners. 


— eit. 
‘ Cash received on account of the Universalist Magazis 
But, we are told that when God does, in this world, . 


Mr. S. Southwick, agent, Leachmere Point, $5 


that the text should be read, ** For we must all be | 
made manifest before the judgment seat of Christ, &c. 
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....but we are made manifest unto God, and | make a distinction in his treatment of the righteous and | Col. Jason Waters, Sutton, Mss. 3 "5 
trust also are made manifest in your consciences.”’— | Miss M. Wendell, Salem, Mss. M 2 00 
; sei rere 7" “ T ; by . IF Rev. H. H. Winchester, Charlestown, '55- 
The man:f station, of which the apostle is here speak- he article is in the Greek original; and ought HENRY BOWEN. 





ing, was one that he carefully reminded the Corin- , to have been inserted in the English ‘l'ranslation. December 18, 1824. 














